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Now Honduras is getting up a revolu¬
tion about the size of a college cane rush.

No man in the country is doing nearly
bo much to the election of Theodore Roose¬
velt as William Jennings Bryan.

Comrade James Tanner has just re¬

turned from Boston and Providence, where
lie went to represent Commander-in-Chief
Black, and made eight speeches, besides
attending four banquets. It was hard
work even for "Jim" Tanner, and the re¬

sult was that he came home, had severe

chills, and has been off duty since.

Col. Thomas Wentwobth Hioginson
Bays that it only requires a glance at the
United States Senate in session, and then
mt the English House of Lords in session,
to recognize that the American body has a

far more intellectual aspect than the other
assemblage. Nine-tenths of the visible in¬
tellect in the British House is to be seen in
the faces on the Bench of Bishops and the
Law Lords, all of whom hare come up
from the lower strata of society, and it is
one of the problems in nature why the
English aristocracy should be so homely
and so commonplace.

It may help reconcile the Southern
Democrats to the United States rale in the
Philippines to know that the Hoa. Lake
IS. Wright, who succeeds Secretary Taft
as Governor, is an old-time States Rights
Democrat, and served during the war in
the Confederate army. He is a brother of
Brig.-Gen. Marcus T. Wright, who entered
the Confederate army at the beginning of
the war as Lieutenant-Colonel of the 154th
Teen., a^ commanded a brigade during
a largp part of the war. The Hon. Luke
E. Wright is a jurist of distinguished
ability, and will probably make a vet*y
good Governor of the archipelago.

A Moer waaton and impudent eet of
liars are thoee who are prating about
slavery and the slave trade in the Philip¬
pines. There is simply no slavery there,
in the ordinary meaning of the word. And
consequently no slave trade. There is a
survival of tbe old patriarchal form of
'family tribal life, sock as aQ peoples have
gone through. That is, the family or tribe
kas a piece of land upon which all the
members are supported, and the head of
the family, or chief, or patriarch, exercises
authority over all, allots iftnd to different
.members, and assigns them their work.
The men who talk about slavery are
simply ignorant of the conditions there,
and of history besides.

The torpedo-boat seems to be very much
in the ascendancy now, and the battle¬
ship suffering an eclipse. The torpedo-
tooats have certainly been handled with
great skill and daring lately, snd have in¬
flicted startling blows. Before, however,
we can fully decide, we shall have to learn
of the extent of the injuries the torpedo-
boats have inflicted upon the battleships.
The Russian commander insists that they
were comparatively light, and that the bat¬
tleships will be ready for servfee in a few
days. If this is the case, it will diminish
the prestige of the torpedo-boats, but it
cannot take away their moral effect, nor
the fact that one of those active little ver¬
min of the sea may take an important
tighter Out of the battle at a critical mo-
meat wheu her presence may be vitally
accessary.

The first news of the Japanese sue-
cesses was received with due suspicion,
but now it seems clear that oo the night
of Feb. 8 two Russian fleets, 300 miles
spart, were attacked with such success as
to destroy the Russian supremacy at sea
in those waters, aad give the control to the
Japanese fleet. Henceforth Russian ships
will be confined to their harbors where
they can be supported by the forts, and
even then they will not be at all safe from
the active little torpedo-boats. Two battle¬
ships and four cruisers have certainly been
disabled if not destroyed, and the Japa¬
nese fleet is now twice as strong as that

, of Russia, so that the coasts of Jspan are
. not only free of any attack, but the Jap-
- anese can move their transports at will to
land troops where they please to attack

! the Russians. This gives Japan an enor¬
mous advantage in the war, especially

. since, acting in accordance with Secretary' Hay's note, China has been strictly neu¬
tralised, and the Russians will not be al¬
lowed to draw any supplies from that
country. Therefore all the Russians can

' rely upon is what troops and supplies they
can force over that long, slender line of
single track railroad, 6,000 miles in length.
It does not seem possible that they can

. bring enough force by this means to meet
the Japanese army of 350,000 men which
can be poured into Korea and Manchuria.

. _

Commander-m-Chie# John C. Black im¬
proved so much last week that he was

; able to leave his bed la tke hospital and
. do some hoars' work a day in hia office

in the Civil Service Commission. He re-
. turns to the hospital after he kas finished
up his work in his ofllee, and remains
there over night. He Is Inektug well, is
quite free from pain, aad Is convalssciag
quite rapidly, bat kas been coaspeiled to
cancel all his engagements for the near
fntor*

MZKJOrm OF TSB
The enormous reduction.the awful re¬

duction, jt mom to the friends of the
veteran*.of tbe pesaioB expenditures im¬
mediately after the passage of the service
pension bill, is so prominent a feature in
the calculation that, mournful as it is, we
must consider it and impress It upon our
civilian friends. The- all-important fact
is that fully SO,000 veterans will die this
year, and ia all human probability the
mortality will greatly Increase in every
subsequent year. To show how rapidly
the mortality rate among the veterans has
risen in the past few years, we give the
following table from the report of the Ad¬
jutant-General, G. A. R., as to the mortali¬
ty in that organization:

LOSS BT DEATH.
Per cent

For year ending March SI, 1886.. . *_.

31, 1887.

June

. . »¦«

31, 1888..
30, 1889 ...

30, 1890...««.
30, 1891
30, 1892.
30, 1893. . M mm

30, 1894....
30. 1895...,
30, 1896...;
30. 1897...^
30, 1898....
30, 1899....
30, 1900....
30, 1901:...
30, 1902...
30, 1903..

a e a a

...3.020

...3,406

.. .4,433

...4,696

.. .5,476

.. .5.9(55

.. .6.406
4. .7,002
.. .7.283
...7,368
.. .7,293
...7,515
...7,383
.. .7.994
.. .7,790
.. .8,166
.. .8.299
.. .8,366

0.93
0.95
1.18
1.18
1.33
1.46
1.61
1.78
1.97
2.00
2.91
2.35
2.41
2.78
2.80
3.02
3.08
3.22

By this it will be seen that since 1880
the mortality rate has risen from .93 of
one per cent, per aunum, to 3.22, or is now
almost four times as great. Last year
it leaped up perceptibly from what it was
the year before, and it must continue to
rapidly increase as the veterans grow
older.

If the figures furnished by the Record
and Pension Bureau of the War Depart¬
ment are correct, there are 858,002 vet¬
erans now alive. Unquestionably the
membership of the Grand Army repre¬
sents the veterans who are in the best
physical condition. . Those who are badly
broken down are most generally outside
the Order. There is a reason for this.
Their age and their disabilities prevent
their attendance upon Post meetings and
their taking part in the movements which
their more vigorous comrades are carry¬
ing on. They have not the Interest in
tilings which their more heakhfal com¬
rades have, and consequently they arc not
ia the Grand Army. Therefore the death
rate among them mnst be- very modi
larger than it is among the active mem¬
bers of the Order.
The Senate Committee on Pensions has

estimates which support the belief that
fully 45,000 veterans die m&rj year, and
last year the Pension Bureau reported that
the deaths were over 50,000. Undoubtedly
the Commiwinner of Pensions has better
information than the Pension Committee,
but probably he has not all the facts in his
possession, so that there is every reason
for believing .that not only were there 50,-
000 deaths among the veterans last year,
but that the aggregate mortality this year
will rise some thousands above this figure,
and rapidly approximate 60,000 per an¬
num. We will be entirely safe and per¬
fectly just, however, ia assuming 50,000
as the number of deaths per annum. There¬
fore, after the passage of the service pen¬
sion bill and its going into operation, the
annual expenditures will be inevitably de¬
creased every year ®t the rate of 50^0601
times $144, or $7,200,OOQ a year. It will
in reality be much gneater. than this, for
those already on the foils who are receiv¬
ing high rates of pension wilhdie off mors*

rapidly than those who are getting $12
a mouth, and this proportion will be so

great as to possibly increase the loss from
the pension roll a million dollars or more
per annum above the $7,200,000.
Lamentable as this is to all veterans

and friends of veterans, it is yet mathe¬
matically true, and easy to be demon¬
strated by an, ordinary operation in arith- j
metic.

14 'Tis true 'tis pity; pity 'tis 'tis true."
All of the possible claimants having been

pat upon the roll, there will be no addi¬
tional allowances to swell its expenditures,
and the appropriations for it must every
year diminish with a rapidity that will be
as gratifying to the "Watch dogs of the
Treasury" as mournful to those who
see the swift melting away of that grand
army of brave veterans who saved this
country from destruction in its hour of
dire need.

THE COKFZDBKATS BOLLS.
The War Department has sent to Gov.

Hontagne, of Virginia, and other repre¬
sentatives of the Southern States a letter
denying the request for proof sheets of the
muster-rolls of the Confederate army now
being compiled by the Department, along*
side of those of the Union army. The re*
fusal is based upon the great amount of
clerical work which would be involved,
and the delay which it would cause to the
completion of the rolls.
The Secretary's letter urges that every

Confederate roll found anywhere be sent
at once to the Department, but the Secre¬
tary says that he will adhere to his rule
that nothing except stricly official matter
shall be allowed to go upon the roll.
The question will be as to what shall

be considered as official. All over the
South were numbers of organizations
which took part in the war on the rebel
side, but which lacked official recognition
and record. There were great numbers
of "partisan" organisations of all shades
of irregularity. Hundreds of these were
raised by men who gathered in what men
they could induce to follow them, and
kept up a series of operations until the
close of the war. A large portion of them
did not do any more fighting than they
could help, and only went where large
plunder was promised them without ac¬
companying dauger. In the latter years
of the war, the rebel Generals and subor¬
dinate commanders made great effort to
get these lawless gangs into the regular
organisations, but were only partially suc¬
cessful. Even as well organised as the
rebel army was in Virginia, there were still
hundreds of these bands or gangs of "par¬
tisans," who managed to get outside of
camp limits and the regular discipline.
They were a great annoyance to the
Union pickets, outposts and trains, and in
addition a curse to their own people,
whom they robbed most mercilessly, A
considerable portion of the war records
relating to Virginia in 1884 ia taken up
with complaints by the Confederate com¬
manders of the depredations . and the
criminal worth!tssness of these "partisan?

. bands, and asking that measures be taken
to break them up and put their numbers
in the sorely depleted ranks. It was mora

table Antis of Boston faint with horror if
they knew of them. Hundred* of these,
red-handed scoundrels were shot on sight
by both Union and Confederate soldiers.
The considerations that led Gen. Sherman

to concede to Gen. Johnston's army the
right to take their arms home and deposit
them in their State Capitals, was the plea
that these were needed to defend them¬
selves against these so-called "partisan,"
ostensibly Confederate, soldiers, but really
murderous banditti, who had no political
principles and were only Beeking to rob
and plunder. The question, therefore, will
be a very strenuous one as to how far the
names of men composing these bands
should be allowed a place on the rolls of
the Confederate army. The State author¬
ities, of course, in their anxiety to swell
the number of men furnished to the rebel
army, 'Will want to include everybody. The
regular Confederate soldiers will want toj
exclude all except those regularly enrolled
in regiments, and they will scorn to hare]
their names pnt on the same footing with
those of these red-handed robbers.

SltfATOB iuni.
The death sf Senator Hanaa shows con¬

clusively that this country is still breeding
great men. Hanna was great in very
many ways, and none of his greatness was
attributable to any specious advertising.
It was a greatness that forced recognitionj
from the people, after 1m had been abused
and maligned ae comparatively few men
have been. He was a good example of
the American type which has been held
op m a model for American boys. He 3

started without any of the advantages of j
birth, edneation, or money, but he was
industrious, entirely honest, true to his1
principles, and mastered every business in
which he was engaged. These were the
sole secrets of his success. While bril¬
liant as a money-maker, he was dnflinch-
ingly true to moral and political principles,
and found time and opportunity to give
the most unselfish devotion to advancing
the men whom he thought best represented1
his principles.that is, James A. Gar¬
field and William McKiniey. To those
men he gave a support that counted noth¬
ing of time, labor or expense. It wis as
unselfish as any such support could pos¬
sibly be. It was In this way that he
drifted into politics, and he carried into
that the same thoroughness and business
principles which had made him a success
commercially. He proceeded to thoroughly
inform himself as to every man in the
party, his capabilities, what he was worth,
and where he could do the most effective
work. He organised first the minor divi¬
sions of the party in Ohio for success, then
the party in the State, and finally in the
United States. He did this with sueh a

grasp and with such success, that there
was but one voice as to his fitness for the
leadership. He could have had at any
time any offlce within the gift of the Re¬
publican party without solicitation, and
with the feeling that he conferred dis¬
tinction upon the offlce by taking it. He
only became Senator in order to help his
friend McKinley and to further the party's
policy, whieh he considered was the best
for the country. There has passed away
a good, strong, upright, loyal man of the
highest convictions, and of equally lofty
courage in carrying them oat

THE LAW-MAKOra FSNSIOM BVESAtT. '

During the maladministration of tha-
Peasion Bureau by Commissioners Loch*
ran and Evans Tb* National Tribune ft»
quently and strenuously asserted that the
Pension Bureau was a law to itself, and
that it was making laws to smMtsel* int.
dependent of what Congress made.- This
was ss vigorously denied by Commission*
ers Lochren and Evans and their friends.
All the same the autocracy and unlimited
self-sufficiency of the Pension Bureau in
not only interpreting the laws of Congress
to suit themselves, in disregarding every¬
thing that it was not convenient to recog¬
nise, aad in making without any question
or doubt its own laws, is constsntly being
demonstrated. For example: Hannah A.
Ramsey was the widow of Zaman Ram¬
sey, a private in a New York regiment
After his death she obtained a pension,
which was forfeited when she remarried.
Subsequently it developed that her- sec¬
ond choice was insane at the time of her
marriage, and was sent to the asylum. Thp
matter came up before the Supreme Court
of New York, a very dignified aad leaned
body, and presumably knowing something
of its business, which decreed that the
said marriage **be declared null and void,
ab initio, and of no effect, and that no
marriage, or contract or relation exists or
has ever existed between said plaintiff
and defendant" In spite of this, when
Mrs. Ramsey applied to the Pension Bu¬
reau for a restoration of the pension on
the ground that aha had not married, the
Pension Bureau-said that shehad; bo mat¬
ter what the New York Supreme Court
said, and that she was therefore not en¬
titled to a pension, which was steadily re¬
fused her until the Secretary of the Inte¬
rior reversed the decision. The arrogance
of Mr. Bvans in setting himself; up above
the Supreme Court of .New York* hardly
needs comment.

Wheat is gaily capering above the dol¬
lar mark, while the silver dollar sullenly
hangs around 43 cents.
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Sadness of a Reefentfcavtlefteld-Bcene of ths
Most Sanguinary tftruggle 1a the History
of (he World.The Hiao Months of Inces¬
sant Fighting ^xotyid Peteriburg.
A month-old battlefield is the saddest

and most repugnant of War pictures.
The swarm of madly-struggling combat¬

ants are gone.apparently as far away as
eternity.
"The thunder of Captains and the

shouting" is as silent as if it never had
been.
Gone even farther are the fight's mortal

fears and hopes.
Its death-defying heroism;
Its sullen despair;
Its martyr-like resignation;
Its fiendish ferocity.

All these are like a watch in the night;
as a tale that is told.
They can be remembered.faintly re¬

called.but not felt, or lived again.
Even the men who fought there, and

tasted the intoxication of victory, or the
death of despair, come back to the ground
and look at it with dumb amazement as
to what they did and felt there.

All the passion, the thrill, the exalta¬
tion, the glory of the battlefield have evap¬
orated, vanished, leaving behind only the
sickening lees.the trampled, torn, blood-
soaked ground, broken weapons, noisome
rags, with fading crimson stains, and the
awful stench from the shallow graves.
The boys had come into camp at night

upon the ground where the Army of North-
ern Virginia had made its last desperate
stand to save Petersburg, to save the rebel
Capital, and the Southern Confederacy
from the overwhelming tide of the Army
of the Potomac. Really the Southern
Confederacy had died right there in that!
awful battle and the wonderful rush to
Appomattox, with the severe fighting on
the road were merely culminating and con¬
cluding details.
Dnring the afternoon the boys had

marched along the Boydton Plank Road
through the endless miles of works thrown
up in the months of struggles to extend
the Army of the Potomac's left flank be¬
yond the rebel.right -flank,-and cut off Pe¬
tersburg and. Richmond from the sooth.
The boys thought they had seen wonders
hi the wjiy of extent and variety of for*
tification around Atlanta. It was
dwarfed in comparisonnw this. Where-
ever they looked, end as far as they could
see. the earth was seamed with great red
welts, frequently rising to the hight of
small hills. With these were ditches, aba¬
tis, chevaiix-de-frise, stockades, casemates,
bomb-proofs and^the Whole arsenal of mil¬
itary devices for offense, defense, entan¬
glement' and ffWtectiou, limitless - in ex¬
tent, worlds itfrfftflkber.
These elabdMtO*Works had not been pnt

up for show, 4# t<y<keep the men busy, Or
even with refergftcfe to possible contin¬
gencies. It wwaettar to the eye of a sol¬
dier that everyd detail of them was the re¬
sult of desperate and argent need; that
they had probably beeu built under a fev*
erish strain, possibly with the.men work¬
ing under th« verfrfire of the enemy, for
shelter to protect) their lives.
And every eono<of the works had been

used, too. it was evident even to a civil¬
ian that more than-once there had been
bitter fighting «**fi every Tod of those in¬
terminable mites ttf earth-scarring works.
At that period of the:war each of the

armies tempos* strongly* that it had done
the hardes^an^jpw* important part of tbe
work, of: putting dowa the rebellion. It
knew that it had (on#, marched and en¬
dured as so army had ever been called
npon to do before, £nd it was but natural
to think that it had taken the brunt of the
gigantic task, with the other armies doing
fairly jrell in their way, and according to
their lights, but not meastpring up at all
to its character and achievements. Hie
contest was so gigantic that no man's mind
could take in the whole of it, nor any
one comprehend that somewhere else oth¬
ers were having just as bitter times as he
and his comrades. '

. The men who made the mighty rush
from the Rapidan to Gettysburg to head
off Lee had llttlo time to think of the
strains another army had been enduring
for months to capture Vicksburg, and, con¬
versely, the men of the Army of the Ten¬
nessee had quite enough to engross their
minds, without appreciative study as to
what the Army of the Potomac had been
doing.

Next, and most naturally, every man
thought Ms company was the best in the
regiment, his regiment the best in the bri¬
gade, his brigade the best in the corps, and
his corps the best in the army.* It ia to
the lasting credit of our manhood and our
American civilization that this is so.
Such is the high average of our manhood
that every man think* that the men
immediately around him, of whose daily
lives, efforts, character and achievements
he is an eye-witness, must be very much
better men than those whom he knows less
well. ... . ,tTherefore, not a man in the 200th Ind.
was troubled with the slightest doubt that
the Army of the Cumberland was the
greatest fighting machine that the world
had ever seen, aad that it had really deliv*
ered the Mow* which had knocked the life
out of thtr rebsttsate. Of course, dm Any
of the tataaea was next ia goodness
and shhkoh to the Aj^nyof the Cnmbsrt
iaad. If it bad only, had Pap Thomas for
a commander it would have-been almost, if
not quit*, an good. The Amy of thf
Tennessee cordially reciprocated thia opirn
ion, believing that alt the Army of th*Cumberland lacked to make it as peerlesf
an organisation aa its comrades from the
Mississippi was training in its youth by
such pearlesa eomsaandeva aa U. S. Grant
and Tecumsehf Sherman.
Of course, both* held, the Army of the

Potomac far below either of themselves^
They had read so much criticism of the
army and its leaders, so many high expec¬
tations of victory had been turned into the
ashes of despair, its'Generals had been
so contemned, and its successes so few
that they undervalued the army.
But now tritaCthey were seeing opened

their eyes toWtf gigantic work, the mar¬
velous fortitude^ the wonderful tenacity
of purpose ofHMUgrand old Army of the
Potomac. Hefe Was a battlefield as big ac
a County, wMAte\lke Southern Confederacy
had massed1 it#'Choicest and best troops
in a desperaty buttle* far existence, which
raged didly long, auvage^ cruel,
murderous nttestM. during which time the

eanuofc vwew
rarely sitentCor Us honr. Hvery rood of
that torn and adtrred ground had cost at
least one mfcn*a life. Every spadeful of
earth represented* a skirmish. . Counting
both sides, atf aAny as big as Grant's at
Shiloh or Rosecrans's at Stone River slept
in the shallow'graves which patched and
blotched the Ifreifttd In all directions.
"Great Hlat^ns," exclaimed Montr

Scruggs, "till* Atlanta several times
over." iC - i

^It's Vicksburg multiplied by three or
four/' echoed aw Army of the Tennessee-
man, passing .ove» to Join: ttie Fifteenth
Corps.
"You Western fellows have been blout-

ing about the Army of tho<Potoniae not
fighting* aa you did,'? said a Twentieth
Corps man. in a tone of exultant demon¬
stration. "They had yonr great 22d-of-
July battle before Atlanta, every .week oujt
here somewhere, and the eaaalt on-Jones
boro, thatyour Army of the Cumberland
talk so much about, was only a patching
to the way the Army of the Potomac
broke

^
over those works on the 2d ojf

"It certainly 4ooks as if there was «l#l
he-fightinjr all around here, and lota of it,"they candidly admitted.

im ow Tn Rinra&b Tanwai
They were too tired, hungry and sleep"

when they halted upon the dearest and
least-rough ground they could readily find,
to more than notice that it seemed to have
been the former parade of a rebel regi¬
ment. and that somebody said they were
about 15 miles from Richmond. The air
was foil of sickening odors.very different
from the clean, breezy camp near Raleigh
.but, then, so was the whole country
through which they had been marching
since morning, and this was not much
worse than the rest.
ThCy gathered up some bits of boards

and built a fire to boil their coffee against
the trunk of a locust tree which had been
cut down by a shell. The tree had ap¬
parently stood near the Colonel's tent, and

the nun sadly. '..That, whit 1» to It,
and <rm arm b all that the war haaJett
ma. Bat," he added more cheerfully, "I'm
lots better aff, after all; than most at mj
comrades, who are lying oat there, or rest¬
ing much farther away. It'a astonish¬
ing that any of as erer get away < aare
from orer there (and he indicated with a
ware of the handful of slirers the frown¬
ing ramparts of Fort Gregg). "Abel,
that's my chum, left both legs there, and
even he considers that be played in great
luck. But come inside, gentlemen. It
doesn't seem to smell nearly so rank in¬
side as oat here. 1 am rery glad to wel¬
come yon to my home, bumble and dis¬
ordered as it may be."
They went inside and found the man's

chum, sitting t>y the fireplace, waiting for
his partner to bring in wood with which to
start the fire and cook the meager little
portion of meal and meat upon which the
two would make their breakfast.
The room was absolutely bare of furni¬

ture, or any of the usual belongings of a
home. These had probably been swept
away early in the occupation of the ground
by the soldiers, who had also torn away,
from time to time, parts of the house to
fix up their tents. It had only been sared
from complete demolition by being used
as a tent l»y an officer.

Abel Uadsport, the man's partner, had,
like him, a refined, gentlemanly face, and

| *

"TBXU WAS fOHRBUQ 80 WO*-BBtGK>*

been spired by the freezing rebel® on that
account.

. . «When the morning came the boys looked
around niton a acene of desOlstion the like
of which their eye* had never before en-
countered in their year* of campaigning,
in their 2,000 miles ofmarehing from the
Ohio-IUver to the James. They were just
inside the next to the last and strougest
line-of works which guarded Petersburg.
To their Tight, at the angle of the works,
aad'Otra commanding hight of ground,

i stood the powerful Fort Gregg, as sullen,
somber, forbidding heap <rf day as ever
disfigured the earth'# surface. Around it
ware deep, wide ditches, filled with filthy,!
stagnant water, now talcing on a green
scum under the Spring sun, and every art
of . the eugineer had been exhausted to
make the fort impregnable. Only six
weeks before Fort Gregg had been^ the
scene of the most desperate struggle of the
war. and the rains had not yet obliterated

i the footprints of the fierce combatantsI who met one another on the slopes witnI sword and bayonet. Nor had the fresh1
grass, springing np everywhere, begun to
pitifully hide the soil enriched by the life-
blood of hundreds of the bravest men.
At a little distance beyond another line

of works was the city of Petersburg, its
spires shattered by shell, and toppling,
blackened walla standing where buildings
had been, great gaps in houses where
shells had entered and exploded, streets
torn up, encumbered, blockaded.

"I certainly I should prefer a
quiet life in the country to a residence in
that place, with ail Ks metropolitan ad*
vantages/' said Monty Scruggs, with a
shrug of his shoulders and a nauseated
twitch of hia face, at the rank odor from a
thousand graves, and still more thousands
of unburied carcasses of horses ana mules.

"This place needs about a million tons
of chloride of lime, to make it fit for iany¬
thing but buzzards to live, and J;right away," said the medical-^ninded Alf
Russell. "I'm surprised at the General s
halting us here, or even allowing us to
march through. The surroundings are
highly unsanitary."
Everywhere were broken guns, rusty

fragments of shells, rags of
^
garments,

most of them blood-stained, stalled and
brokendown wagons, sometimes with the
carcasses of the emaciated teams still
hitched to them, iust as they were left in
the wild flight which followed the break*
ing of the rebel lines. Everywhere were
short trenches with a significant bit of
board stuck upright at the end, showingwhere some poor fellow, who had received
his last wound, had been hurriedly put out
of sight by hia retreating comrades.

Outside of the regiment, and the rest
of the brigade, which lay still farther
back, there waa not a soul In sight, as the
tjoya answered the m^ingroU-call.andgathered around the fire, tn hopes that the
fragrant coffee might help drive the hor¬rible stench out of theje noetnte.
The doOTof a frame house at a little dis¬

tance opened, and there came^out a tajk.lender i|an, In rebel elotUM. with but
one arm, and proceeded, with feeble, halfr
ing steps, to gather un such slivers and
-chips aa he-Could flna. The house had
suffered severely by the . bombandmen*
Shells had passed through theroof, tearing
great gaps in it, the glass was gone from
the windows, and all the surroundings
were in the last extremity of dilapidation.
There was something so wobegone about
the rebel and his place that the boys
hearts were touched, and they walked over

t0^Good 'morning, gentlemen," he greeted
them, in a pleasant, courteous voice sto^ping with his left hand full of splinters
and slivers, which" he
with difficulty from a slieU-shsttered picce
of weatherboardmg. Fine mornmg.

"Very fine morning, if the air could be
run through a gravel screen, and a few
tons of dead horse sifted out, returned
Monty.
"The effluvia is certainly- quite strong,

until you get used to it,' returned the
bid, in tfce tone of

:gentleman. He tottered and only save*
himself from fatting by catching at the
wall of the house.
"Your getting used to rt is kriiing yom

rapidly,"* said Alf Bussell, with a pro¬
fessional air, as they ran to his side to help
him. "Why don't you get away from
here?" -

... .*"Do yon see any. more salubrious place
in the neighborhood?" asked the man.
with a comprehensive . glance, over the
woful landscape. "Beside, this is my
property, and I must stay upon it and.

ke%ere'was something so comical j® th&-
that the boy» would have bqrmt h*te r
laugh, had t£er *<* bceai restrained hy the-
man's earnestness an<*

r l"Your propettyT *

Scruggs. "poes this house bekm* tft
3 °"Yes. I was bosa ia iW and father
and mother ei*4eed. and «re^r^rtherwas killed at Geld. Harbor; I am the.eofe
owner."'

v_'i"Your property has certainly inner**
roOsidecable duteriewrtlon^ . remarked. 6

Monty, judicially^ aa he snweyed thfe?-
damsgrd edi4ce.

."It's ail I hase m the world, replied

C ABOUT THIS BEBKL AMD MtB FLACK"

spoke with the accents of an educated
man. He had lost both legs below the
knee, and was rery pale and weak, bat
was cheerful and courteous. He took the
slivers which his partner laid down before
him, and began scratching around in the
ashes for a coal with which to light the
fire, while his partner, picking np a bat¬
tered tin can,' started feebly out for'water.
The boys cast a quick look around the

room and took it all in.
The two wounded rebel soldiers from

Port Gregg, after having their limbs am¬
putated, iiad been carried to the house,
probably at tbe solicitation ef the owner,
who had introduced himself as- idahIon
Spear, and left there, with a supply of
food, while the Surgeons hurried on with
the army-after Lee, wfaere there would be
¦other work to do. Their bed was- some
blankets picked np on the battlefield. They
had been forgotten in the rush of over¬
whelming events, and the only visitors to
their house were negroes prowling over
the battlefield, whom they persuaded to'
minister to their most pressing wants.
The food left with them had, of course,

long ago given out, but they had managed
to subsist on a little meal and bacon,
which a kind-hearted old negress, who had
known the Spear family before the war,
had managed to collect for them from the
scanty supplies of her neighbors, all of
whom were on the verge of famine.
The boys did not need even 41 suggestion

as to what to do. Sandy Baker and Harry
Joslvn ran toward the works, and pre¬
sently returned with some empty ammuni¬
tion boxes, which they broke apart and
started a lively fire on the hearth. Monty
Scruggs, Gid Mackall and Alf Kussell hur¬
ried to camp, and soon came to the house,
carrying their haversacks and those of the
rest of the boys, which they emptied of
their contents, and Sandy Baker started to
cook a breakfast for the poor men, while
Alf Russell set some water to warm to
bathe and dress their wounds.

Coffee was soon boiling and the meat
fried, wlrich the two men devoured with
thankfulness and hungry appetites.
"You say you were in the fight over

there at that fort,** said Monty Scruggs,
after the men had become invigorated by
a few swallows of coffee.

"Yes, indeed," answered Mahlon Spear.
We were in it from start to finish, and it
waa the hottest I ever saw, and we have
been in the Army of Northern. Virginia
ever since we were conscripted, in March,
1862, and saw all the fighting from the
Peninsular Campaign on through Antie-
tam, .Ohancellorsville, Gettysburg and the
Wilderness."
"Where did you belong?**
"We belonged to the Mississippi Sharp¬

shooters.Lieut-CoL Duncan's Battalion.
We were both bom in Virginia, right here
in this neighborhood, bat had gone to Misr
sissippi to teach school. We were both
Union men, and kept out of tiro army as
long as we conki, but the war broke op
our achoads, and then we were conscripted;
We might both have had commissions, 2
suppose, if'we had taken any heart in the
war, bat we could not, and so we-stayed
in the ranks. Our battalion, with Mc-
Blroy's Battery, was sect to Port Gregg;
with orders to- hold it as long as there
waa one of ua alive, to give Gen. Lee time
to get hia army together, after the outer
lines were broken, and to get Longstreet
from across the river. We obeyed orders.
There were only 30 or 40 of us alive whea
the fort was taken, and your men said
that each one of us must have killed three
or four of them before they got over the
entanglements and ditch and up the slip¬
pery aides of the fort. O, it waa just awv
fuL It was a great wonder that anybody
lived through it*'

"Teli us all about it, please," said
Monty Scruggs, and the reat gathered
about to liaten.
There came a terrific explosion, followed

by two or three smaller ones.
Pete Skidmore came running np the

bank, aeared half tor death, but grinning. 1
7 "They were alive and loaded/7 he yelled,

swaagiag hia. cap,
"What in the world -does this mean,

Pete? inquired Monty Scruggs, with all
the dignity and severity of a Lance Ser¬
geant.

"Why,** gasped Pete, "some of them
fool recruits were rolling around them big
shells, and I told them to be careful, they
might go off.the shells I mean. They're
an awful smart lot of cobs, them recruits,
and-think they know more about war al¬
ready than Gen. Sherman. That Gil
Braisted, the fellow I had a fight- with, is
the worst of tbe lot. They insisted
soma of those akatta were juet «taia shot,
like they'd sees at *ort M«roeTL«LtEt
if they -were she&a .they'd' been laying
****** fetthe rain- so long that there
waaa t m^ngr afcnut these 9U Basis-
ted just wants to argue everything; - Hfe
dow*tkaaw snengh pet to -obey hie.saoe-
rior officers, end 1st me 4s the tbiekK*
for hiss.

.
At lank we vnijed sMsr ef the

shells'together-nodes the hnstk there, nod
oiled noma weed on thane subset it afire.
It wna all 1 conhfc do to- keep tbe tow.
back radar the cover afthe book, dam-
insisted' ¦enW etkb.bro.haad
ntrme thnMfceshei* were S*asfe se lerfcs
and- wouldn't newer go* off - nay naore'n
fenricka. He had a piece of hia cap cut

off, Mi It «M mighty Incky H tml Mi
.fooj bead. I'll bet that dor It cured of
sucking airs, dnrn his want lis. **

' "Pete, jm die oat of here. Md keepyourself scarce for the rest of the day.said Monty Scruggs severely. "If Maj.Bowersox finds ont what you're been up
to he's liable to tie yon to the tail of *
wagon for a few days' march. Skip ont
now, and lay low.*'

(To be continued.)

A Bunomo ouoonui.
The Evening Telegram, of Portland,

Ore., has started in with a virulent cru¬
sade against the service pension WO with
even less information than its class gener¬
ally have. In the course of a long editorial
headed "A Despicable Graft," it says:
"The crisis which the country faced in

the days of the civil war was one that in¬
volved the rery life of the Nation. The
country's salvation depended upon the
loyalty and capacity for self-sacrifice
wiiich existed among its citixens. It wss
s time when the Government hsd a right
to demand that sacrifice, plus the most
strenuous service that could be rendered;
and by hundreds of thoussnd* of men
who entered the Union army that service
was given with the utmost enthusiasm.I With these men a premium on patriotismI was hardly necessary. If K wa* necessaryI to any class, that class wss what was1 known as 90-day men. If their serviceI was near the close of the war, they take1 anything but credit from the fact of notI having enlisted when they were needed for

I the sterner work of the conflict. It is notI a violent presumption that a considerable1 percentage of these 'one-night stand' sol-I diers stayed out of the trouble as long as1 they conveniently could, or were inducedI to enlist mainly from pecuniary cousider-| ations, iu which possibly the matter of a
| bounty was involved. In the iatter event,1 they were better paid than the men whoI bore the brunt of the strife."

In regard to the first assertion, it is auf-I ficient to say that while the crisis was all
I that the Telegram soys it was, only a por¬
tion of the young men responded to the

I conntry's call, and consequently they who
1 did deserve a great deal more consideration
j thnn those who did not enlist. They made
I an immense sacrifice in order to save the
country from ruin, and the people of to-] day who are enjoying the fruits of that
sacrifice, certainly owe it to those men to

I give them a decent provision for their old
1 age.
! The writer's assumption that the 90-dayI men only came In at the close of the war
1 is funny ia its dense ignorance. Every-1 body else knows that the 90-day men wet*1 the first troops in the field, and that they
J did a great deal of hard fighting in Vir¬
ginia, West Virginia, and Missouri. The] limitation of 90 days does not, however,
refer primarily to them: It la a limitatteftiI following the precedent of similar legts-1 laboo for previous wars, and refers onlyI to the length of service in the ciaas of eo-I listments. A pension was given to the1 men who served so muA as 14 days in the
War of 1812, and the limitation for the
Mexican War pensioners was 60 days, soI that a 90-day limitation ia really meatI strenubus than any of Its predecessors. Of| course the editor of the Telegram does

I not care for reasons.he hrnot built thatI way.he is simply angry that maMQr
should be paid to the men who fought for
the Union, and he is hunting around for

j pretexts for opposing it. Any old thingI he can say suits him jnst aa well at* atoy
[ other old thing. The truth of cithtr doteI not matter. - .r;

The Buffalo Express hat entered the
field against the .senric* pension trtfl, tad
is giving ite readers a good deal of juiaia-I formation in regard to it. It aaysr

"If it were proposed to give the boysI who went to Ctmp Thomas or Campj for three months during the Spanish War
$12 a month for the remainder of their
lives, we imagine that even those who look
on the padded rolls tolerantly would hesi¬tate. Yet there is no moral diflereoe^-ae-I tween the claim of the Spanish-War tMj the civil-war soldier."

It is sstonlshing that any paper, not
merely of the standing of the Buffalo Bk-

! press, but one of any standing whatever,
should show such startling ignorance of

J the real conditions. The men who went

into the camps of instruction daring the
Spanish War had, as a rule, no opportu¬
nity to Tender active service to the Gov¬
ernment. To only a few of them was

j given this opportunity. On the othef
hand, the men who enlisted during the re¬

bellion were in active service from the
very moment that they enlisted, thousand*

I of them even before they enlisted. Ths
j 90-days men cleared the State of West
Virginia of the rebels, and secured the
erection of that country into a separate
State. They fought the battle of Bull
Run; they fought the savage little battle
of Wilson's Creek, securing Missouri to
the Union, and afterwards and in many
places they rendered a great deal of nsrv-

Every man who entered the United
States service during the rebellion bad a

great deal to do. If he was only in tor
three months he put in his time for three
months; if it sraa for a yefir, he did four
times as much; and so on. The service

pension hill is directly In line with the

previous pension legislation of the I nited

States, and it makes the term required
longer than was the case with the sur-

vitora of previous wars. Taking so short
a period as 90 days, it can bo *a« that
the average three-months man during the
war of the rebellion Tendered more and
harder service than the average man who
went through the whole of any other war
in which the Government has been en¬

gaged.
.

fftOSPBGTl or THE IBEVId IKH1I0* WX.
The week ends with seemingly bright

prospects for the passage of the Service
Pension Bill. Speaker Cannon is quoted
as atyiug that the hill would paaa itaolf,
and the President hat been quite fret in
speaking of his desire to have the hUl
passed. The frieada of the veterans, who
have the tuccest of the measure at heart,
axa.figuring that it will not cost mare than
$20,000,000 the first year, tnd one of thmr
arguments is that the Pension Bureau can-

not issue more thaa that many certificates ;
also that the death rate among the soldiers
will rapidly reduce the 1total
pension expenditures. The attitude of the
Senate ia not thought to be so favorable,
and that body may even decline to pass
the House bill, but may, aa it htt done in

*. pot,
refuse to concur mit* thsHoase^At tne

jmn tbsstiM nfawnrh«** t nudhbqr ot;
earnest frien&hrin the Senate, who

fajassas^ of noma sssc

Tm-. W"^^'h'il il!
could get the fttate of New Tort from the
conflicting clutches of Hill, Murphy and
Haunt conld harder he -bom on this tad*
He would have to coma from heaven.


